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Westbury  Urban  Uistrict, 


on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the 
Westbury  Urban  District  for  the  Year  1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Westbury  Urban  District  Council. 

Jf  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District.  In  accordance  with  * 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  Report  is  of  the 
nature  of  a  Survey  Report  for  the  past  five  years.  During  this 
period  considerable  changes  have  occurred  in  your  District 
which  should  have,  ultimately,  a  marked  effect  on  the  public 
health. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  ...  3686  acres. 

Population  1921  ...  3709.  1925  (estimated)  3843. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  Westbury  Urban  District  is  not  thickly  populated  as  it 
extends  in  a  straggling  manner  for  nearly  3  miles.  In  the 
town  itself,  there  is  no  open  park  or  recreation  ground, 
but  it  lies  close  to.  and  on,  the  northern  slope  of  the 
Wiltshire  downs,  which  are  easily  accessible. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  1000. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  1020. 

Rateable  Value  ...  £21,310. 

Assessable  Value  ...  £16,418. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  •••  £68. 

The  chief  industries  of  the  town  are  Clothmaking,  Gloving, 
Agriculture,  and  a  Tannery.  The  Great  Western  Railway 
Engine  Sheds  employ  a  large  number  of  men  and  also 
a  number  of  other  employees  of  theG.W.R.  have  in  recent 
years  come  to  make  Westbury  their  headquarters,  so  now 
a  considerable  percentage  of  the  population  are  employed 
on  the  Railway.  Unfortunately  the  Iron  Works  have  been 
closed  down  for  the  past  4  or  5  years,  throwing  nearly  100 
men  out  of  employment. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Births .  Legitimate  ...  Male  35  •••  Female  28. 

Illegitimate  ...  „  1  ...  „  1. 

Total  ...  65. 

Birth  Rate  16'9  per  1000. 

Deaths.  Male  16  ...  Female  24  ...  Total  40. 

Death  Rate  10'4  per  1000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in, or  in  consequence  of  child-birth 
(a)  from  Sepsis  ...  1 

{b)  Other  causes  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  (all  Legitimate) 
Male  1  •••  Female  5  Total  6. 

Rate  •••  92*3  per  1000  Births  registered 

Deaths  from  Measles  •••  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  3. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  Nil. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Admitted  to  Hospital. 
4 


Deaths. 

Nil. 

1. 


No. 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Pneumonia  6  ..  ••  •••  1. 

Tuberculosis — Number  notified  in  1925. 

iVIale.  Ages.  Female.  Ages. 

Pulmonary  4  23 — 35  •••  1  20. 

Non- Pulmonary  2  7 — 46  ...  1  16. 

Number  actually  on  Register  at  end  of  year. 

Pulmonary  ...  Male  3  ...  Female  5. 

Non- Pulmonary  •••  Male  4  Female  3. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Male  1 — 28  years  •••  Female  1  —20  years. 
Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  •••  £286  :  19  :  6. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1) .  Tuberculosis  •••  (i)  Winsley  Sanatorium. 

(ii)  Harnham,  Salisbury,  for  more 
advanced  cases. 

(2) .  Maternity  •••  Westbury  Workhouse. 

(3) .  Children  •••  Children’s  Hospital  at  Bath  for 

orthopedic  cases.  There  is  a  weekly  Clinic  also  at 
Trowbridge. 

(4) .  Fever  •••  Trowbridge  Isolation  Hospital. 

(5) .  Smallpox  Swindon. 

(6) .  Other  ...  Westbury  Cottage  Hospital,  8  beds  and 

1  cot.  A  few  cases  are  also  sent  to  the  Royal 
United  Hospital  at  Bath. 
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Any  Institutional  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Infants  or  Homeless  Children  in  the  Area. 

None  except  the  Westbury  Workhouse. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  •••  This  is  undertaken  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner  by  the  District  Nurse. 

School  Clinics  •••  Undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  •••  At  Trowbridge  every 
Wednesday  10 — 1. 

Treatment  for  Venereal  Disease  •••  Bath  United  Hospital. 

Public  Health  Staff  •••  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Part 
time  Officer.  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  Whole 
time  Officer. 

Ambulance  Facilities  ...  (a)  For  infectious  cases,  provided 

by  Fever  Hospital,  (b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident 
cases  there  is  an  Ambulance  stationed  at  Trowbridge  for 
use,  if  required,  in  your  district.  This  is  not  utilised  to 
any  extent  owing  to  the  cost  of  mileage  to  and  from 
Trowbridge. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  •••  (a)  General — The 

District  Nurse.  (6)  Infectious  e.g.  Measles — Nil. 

The  District  Nurse  is  affiliated  to  the  Wiltshire  Nursing 
Association.  She  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a 
Ladies  Local  Committee.  She  is  a  qualified  Midwife,  the 
only  one  practising  in  your  district.  She  attended  41 
cases  in  1925.  She  is  subsidised  to  the  extent  of  £10  by 
your  Council  and  the  rest  of  her  salary  and  expenses  are 
made  up  partly  by  fees,  partly  by  subscriptions  (private) 
and  partly  by  a  grant  of  £4  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Laboratory  Work. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  Pathological  department 
of  the  Bath  United  Hospital,  and  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  London,  for  Pathological  and 
Bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of  suspected 
Tubercule,  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  by  your  Medical 
Officer  for  distribution  to  any  Practitioner  in  your  district. 

Other  sera  and  vaccines  are  not  provided. 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  1889. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  adopted 
December  4th,  1901. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890,  adopted  February 
5th,  1902. 

Byelaws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Revised  and  allowed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  July  20th,  1925. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Nuisances. 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  Ashpits,  Privies,  etc. 
Slaughterhouses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Housing. 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  houses  in  this  district.  Actually 
I  have  not  found  any  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the 
past  year. 

There  are  several  houses  now  occupied,  which  are  not  fit  for 
habitation,  but  the  tenants  have  nowhere  else  to  go  and  in 
many  cases  are  unable  to  pay  the  rent  required  for  more 
sanitary  houses.  Several  of  these  houses  are  occupied  by 
Widows  and  Old  Age  Pensioners  who  appear  acclimatized 
to  their  surroundings,  and  it  would  be  a  hardship  to 
condemn  them  during  the  lifetime  of  the  present  tenants. 

Housing  Acts,  1909 — 1925. 

Statement  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1925,  under  the  above  acts,  in  the  Westbury 
Urban  District. 

N umber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

{a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  1 1 
(6)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  •••  •••  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  •••  •••  6. 

7.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1).  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 


28. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspec¬ 

ted  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection) 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  •••  8. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  •••  •••  •••  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  •••  ...  ...  ...  19. 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  •••  •••  19. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  •••  ...  •••  •••  Nil. 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 

to  close  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  Nil. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  •••  •••  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners  •••  ••  ...  •••  Nil. 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  11,14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  •••  •••  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  •••  •••  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  •••  Nil. 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  •••  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  •••  •••  Nil. 

Water  Supply. 

This  is  derived  from  a  well  sunk  through  the  chalk  marl  to 
the  upper  greensand  and  the  necessary  works  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  mains  laid  in  1901.  The  yield  from  the  well  is 
about  7,250  gallons  per  hour  and  the  supply  is  constant. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  towm  which  are 
supplied  is  957  being  about  95  per  cent  of  the  population. 
The  remaining  portion  derive  their  supply  from  piped 
supplies  from  small  private  reservoirs  and  in  very  few 
cases  from  wells. 

Owing  to  the  growth  of  the  district  the  town  supply  is 
taxed  to  the  limits  of  its  capacity  and  at  some  periods  in 
the  year  pumping  has  to  be  carried  on  night  and  day.  A 
scheme  for  increasing  the  supply  of  water  was  formulated 
and  a  new  tube  well  sunk  to  a  depth  of  110  feet,  Unfor¬ 
tunately  owing  to  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of 
running  sand,  this  scheme  proved  abortive  and  was 
abandoned  in  June,  1925.  Arrangements  have  now  been 
made  with  regard  to  a  site  for  a  new  well  in  another  part 
of  the  district  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  boring 
operations  almost  immediately. 

Streams. 

One  or  two  streams  in  the  town  are  polluted  by  Sewage  but 
since  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  came  into  oper¬ 
ation  the  condition  of  these  streams  has  improved,  which 
improvement  is  steadily  increasing. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  new  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
consisting  of  Pumping  Plant,  Dortmund  Tanks  and  Filters, 
came  into  operation  in  1924.  The  Sewers  are  laid  so  as  to 
be  capable  of  serving  all  house  property  in  the  town  wdth 
the  exception  of  a  few  houses  in  outlying  parts. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  progress  of  improvement  in 
respect  of  closet  accommodation  in  1924  due  to  the  new 
Sewerage  Scheme  has  been  maintained  this  year  and  59 
houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner: 

35  served  by  23  privies  which  have  been  converted  to  23  W.Cs. 

12  ,,  ,,  12  pail  closets  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  12  W.Cs. 

1  ,,  ,,  1  unflushed  closet  ,,  ,,  ,,  1  W.C. 

6  ,,  ,,  W.Cs. 
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which  have  all  been  connected  to  the  new  sewers  as  has 
also  the  sink  drainage  only  of  another  3  houses. 

In  addition  1  privy  has  been  converted  to  a  pail  closet 
and  1  pail  closet  to  a  W.C.  drained  to  a  cesspool. 

The  approximate  number  and  type  of  closets  in  the  town 
at  the  end  of  1925  were  as  follows  : 

Water  Closets  ...  596. 

Pail  Closets  ...  175. 

Privies  ...  ...  222. 


Scavenging. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  throughout  the  town,  with  the 
exception  of  in  the  case  of  a  few  outlying  houses,  once  a 
week  and  disposed  of  on  a  tip. 

The  cleansing  of  privies,  cesspools,  etc.,  is  not  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Council,  but  is  the  duty  of  the  occupiers  of 
the  premises. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. — The  chief  defects  coming  under 
notice  during  the  usual  inspection  were  in  respect  of 
Sanitary  Accomodation  and  Drainage. 


Visits  of  Inspection  •••  •••  •••  50. 

Informal  Notices  Served  •••  •••  •••  2. 

Statutory  Notices  Served  •••  •••  •••  Nil. 

Defects  remedied  with  or  without  informal  action  30. 
Defects  under  notice  and  outstanding  •••  1. 


Schools. 

The  Westbury  Boys  Church  School  on  the  Bratton  Road 
and  the  Laverton  Institute  Boys  School  have  been  closed 
in  the  past  j^ear.  The  new  School  for  the  senior  children 
has  opened  on  the  Lower  Road  and  the  Schools  in  the 
Churchyard  are  now  utilised  for  the  junior  children. 

Milk. 

Most  of  the  Milk  in  the  Urban  District  of  Westbury  is  either 
consumed  locally  or  taken  to  the  Creamery  where  the 
cream  is  separated  and  sent  to  Yeovil.  From  one  large 
farm  the  milk  is  sent  to  London. 

Meat. 

The  necessary  notices  with  regard  to  the  times  of  slaughter 
under  the  Meat  Regulations  1924  have  been  duly  sent  in. 

Shops  and  Vehicles  have  been  under  observation. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

Registered 

Licenced 


1920.  Jan.  1925.  Dec.  1925. 
1  •  •  •  1  ■  •  *  1 

1  ...  1  ...  1 


Total 


2  2  2 


Diseased  meat  has  been  disposed  of  by  being  burnt  in  the 
Destructor  of  a  neighbouring  authority. 


Factories ,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

No.  of  Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
Factories  •••  12  •••  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Workshops  •••  14  •••  Nil.  ...  Nil. 

Total  ...  26. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places  •  ••  Nil. 


APPENDIX. 


Causes  of  Death — • 

All  Causes 
Whooping  Cough 
Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System  •• 
Cancer — Malignant  Disease 
D  iabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Arteriosclerosis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Premature  Birth 
Other  Defined  Diseases 


Males. 

Females. 

16 

24 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  T.  SHORLAND. 


\ 


p 


